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Compiled readings from our Zine Workshop with Anupam Roy
Forms from the field
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Mines/ E. Serebrovskaya

An orchard will be planted here, you say,

And deep into the earth your spade is thrust.

But battles were fought here: you cannot trust
This ground, a mine may lurk beneath the clay.
Perhaps the sapper missed a single one;

There lies a stupid end, you understand.

A careless step, a movement of the hand-

A blast: and joys and arguments are done.

But here in the old flat I cannot find

A corner that bears touching: everywhere
Letters, belongings, things they used to wear
Who'll not return. Oh, house that grief has mined!
Dumb objects speak, needing nor words nor wits,
Of the misfortune that is hard to brook.

A movement of the hand, a careless look-

And all at once the heart is blown to bits.
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The Plain Sense of Things / Wallace Stevens

After the leaves have fallen, we return

To a plain sense of things. It is as if

‘We had come to an end of the imagination,
Inanimate in an inert savoir.

It is difficult even to choose the adjective

For this blank cold, this sadness without cause.
The great structure has become a minor house.
No turban walks across the lessened floors.

The greenhouse never so badly needed paint.

The chimney is fifty years old and slants to one side.
A fantastic effort has failed, a repetition

In a repetitiousness of men and flies.

Yet the absence of the imagination had

Itself to be imagined. The great pond,

The plain sense of it, without reflections, leaves,
Mud, water like dirty glass, expressing silence

Of a sort, silence of a rat come out to see,

The great pond and its waste of the lilies, all this
Had to be imagined as an inevitable knowledge,
Required, as a necessity requires.

The March of Spring / Shubhankar Gayen

The candle burns and the comrades speak.

They tell each other: What to do

For the most number of people

Many have internet on their mobiles, they have songs.

Vanguards have umbrellas.

There are texts, and roads.

Only rows and rows of feet are missing; feet of people who walk.

Those who farm, those who give labour.

Those who clean dirt for people who are pure and sacred.

They who think of vandalising the forest over the body of an adivasi girl, in the name of
religion

Deserve to be killed.

After this winter is over

We will wake up to the march of spring...

In the soft light of candles

We will burn the masks of constitutional democracy

And on the tender leaves of spring, write the words of truth for all the people of the world.
The songs of birds at dawn will sound so beautiful then.

A world that commits the sin of not letting a tired farmer sleep after a day’s work,
Deserves to be killed.

After this winter is over

We will surely wake up to the spring of a march.

(Translated from Bengali by Arundbati Ghosh)



The End and the Beginning / Wislawa
Szymborska

After every war

someone has to clean up.

Things won’t

straighten themselves up, after all.

Someone has to push the rubble
to the side of the road,

so the corpse-filled wagons

can pass.

Someone has to get mired
in scum and ashes,

sofa springs,

splintered glass,

and bloody rags.

Someone has to drag in a girder
to prop up a wall.

Someone has to glaze a window;,
rehang a door.

Photogenic it’s not,

and takes years.

All the cameras have left
for another war.

We'll need the bridges back,
and new railway stations.
Sleeves will go ragged

from rolling them up.

Someone, broom in hand,

still recalls the way it was.
Someone else listens

and nods with unsevered head.
But already there are those nearby

starting to mill about
who will find it dull.

From out of the bushes

sometimes someone still unearths
rusted-out arguments

and carries them to the garbage pile.

Those who knew

what was going on here

must make way for

those who know little.

And less than little.

And finally as little as nothing.

In the grass that has overgrown
causes and effects,

someone must be stretched out
blade of grass in his mouth
gazing at the clouds.
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Akkarmashi by Sharankumar Limbale

Sharankumar Limbale (born June 1, 1956) is a Marathi language author, poet and literary critic.
He has penned more than 40 books, but is best known for his autobiography Akkarmashi.

Link to his book: https://drive.google.com/file/d/
1BOxAnbDI7CISWhfitVGGoik Wwg2W 4z] view?usp=sharing



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BQxAnbDL7Cl8WhfitVGG0ik_Wwg2W4zJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BQxAnbDL7Cl8WhfitVGG0ik_Wwg2W4zJ/view?usp=sharing

Reading Session with Prof Smita Tewari Jassal
Narratives and Songs: Oral Traditions from the Bbojpuri Speaking Belt

Songs that accompany women’s tasks in agriculture often provide significant insights into
agrarian conditions and the conditions of labour. What might songs as forms of cultural
production tell us about relations of production? This reading session looked at Dr Jassal’s
first-hand research on songs from the Bhojpuri speaking region that allow us to read the
spaces women occupy and their negotiations with the existing patriarchal order and accepted
gender norms.

Smita Tewari Jassal is currently visiting Prof of Anthropology at Ashoka University, Sonepat.
She teaches Social Anthropology in Middle East Technical University, Ankara, Turkey. From
20162019 she was Professor of Sociology in Ambedkar University, Delhi. Besides Turkey she
has taught in several universities in the US including Columbia, Brandeis and SAIS, Johns
Hopkins. Professor Jassal teaches courses on gender, theories and methods in social
anthropology, culture, and courses on India. Her research interests include marginality,
religion, rural transformation, caste, memory, and cultural production

Link to her book, Unearthing Gender: Folksongs of North India: https://
drive.google.com/file/d/TEY 9xbOOc] XewiLdJuE4qSxCzZMfbEB_G/view?usp=sharing

Reading Session with Prof Mukul Sharma
Caste and Environmental Justice

Mukul Sharma is a Professor, Environmental Studies at Ashoka University, India. He has
worked in academic, development and media sectors. He has published several books-
booklets, the latest being Caste & Nature: Dalits and Indian Environmental Politics (In
English & Hindi). His forthcoming publication is Dalit Ecologies: Caste and Environmental
Justice.

Links for his prescribed readings:

Karukku by Bama

The Indian Ghetto: The Centre of Untouchability (Outside the Fold): Excerpts from Vol.os
of Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar’s Writings and Speeches

‘My World Is a Different World’: Caste and Dalit Eco-Literary Traditions by Mukul Sharma



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EY9xbOOcJXew1LdJuE4qSxCzZMfbEB_G/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EY9xbOOcJXew1LdJuE4qSxCzZMfbEB_G/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OiQpKP1tWGWZqCJejX0M-eg3lzDSaDNx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bQ9RE1WRY6C9EKv289z8ZZ2mChn2iRyi/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12uTnMd80lR1hVlUNf5Os5jmoXtoO2LTn/view?usp=sharing

